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INntroduction

Families in Ohio who have a child with a developmental disability face unique
challenges when it comes to child care. These families often need specialized care for
their children, which can be challenging to find and can often come at a higher cost.
Little data exists on the needs of families who have a child with a developmental
disability as it relates to child care. The insight provided by families on their
experiences with child care, along with their commmunication preferences will provide
guidance to child care programs and policymakers on how to best support families
with a child with a developmental disability.

Through the creation of a survey, we engaged a diverse range of families from 76
counties in Ohio. We partnered with various Ohio organizations to have the survey
shared within their networks and have performed interviews to ensure we understand
families' needs and how best to reach them. Additionally, the survey was translated
and made available in both Spanish and Somali. In total, we received 768 completed

survey responses.

This work will have four areas of focus:
1.The overall impact of child care on a family with a child with a developmental
disability
2.The process of finding child care
3.How families become aware of public benefits
4.Child care for children with developmental disabilities over the age of twelve
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Literature & Data Review

There is limited published research, literature, or data in the child care space as it
relates to families that have children with developmental disabilities, their unique
challenges, and how it pertains to child care. The review of existing resources resulted
in the analysis of six published pieces and one draft report.

Key Findings from Analysis of Existing Data & Resources:

1.Work needs to be done in the field to understand the needs and preferences of
families who have a child with a developmental disability. This conclusion is
evidenced by a lack of published resources. !

2.Child care providers rated Early Intervention Program/Help Me Grow, Child Care
Resource and Referral Agency (CCR&R), County JFS Licensing Specialist, Local
Public School District and Head Start/Early Head Start as helpful community
agencies that provide support to meeting the needs of a child with disabilities. 2

3.Child care providers' confidence on caring for a child with a disability is linked to
the needs of the child. 2

4.Child care providers need clarity on available resources to provide needed support
to children with disabilities and processes required.?

5.Families face barriers when accessing child care for their child with a disability. 1,23

6.Families must make sacrifices to care for child with a disability by requiring
increased needs from family and community resources and making job changes.
34

7.Data shows that families who have a child with a disability more likely to
experience job disruptions. 1,34

8.Number of children with developmental disabilities is increasing, along with a
correlation between economic disadvantage and disability status. !

9.Children with a disability are more likely to use a center-based child care provider. !

1. Costanzo, M., & Magnuson, K. (2019). How does disability influence child care arrangements for young children? An examination using the
NHES ECPP. Children and Youth Services Review.

2. Project Open House Final Report (2023). Developmental Disabilities Basic Support and Advocacy Grants Exploring Outcomes of
Enhanced Child Care Payments for Children with Special Needs. University of Toledo.

3. Bonitatibus, S. (2021, November 9}. The Child Care Crisis Disproportionately Affects Children with Disabilities. Center for American
Progress.

4. Covernment Resource Center. (2011, January 11). Caring for Children with Disabilities in Ohio: The impact on Families. YouTube.
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survey Process

DSACO has partnered with i3 Works, a data company out of Minnesota that
specializes in working with non-profits, and assisted in designing our survey to help us
understand families’ needs regarding child care. Additionally, we used an internal
employee to translate the survey into Spanish and hired a translation agency, MINT,

to translate the survey into Somali. Prior to releasing our survey, we gained feedback
and recommendations from Dr. Laurie Dinnebeil, Distinguished University Professor
Emerita from the University of Toledo. (Please see Appendix 1to view the

survey questions.)

Focus

The survey is focused on the impact of child care on a family with a child with a
developmental disability, how families become aware of public benefits, and child care
for children with developmental disabilities over the age of twelve.

Survey Dissemination Efforts

Through various organizational partners, we invited Ohio families who have a child
with a developmental disability to participate in the survey. Below is a list of
organizations that shared survey information with their stakeholders:

Duration and Incentive

The survey was open from June 22, 2023, to July 11, 2023. Survey participants were
invited to participate in a raffle to win one of 10 $50 Amazon gift cards.
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survey Process

Participating Organizations

A Kid Again - Action for Children - Appalachian Family Center for Autism and Disability
Resources & Education - Autism Connections - Bloom Free Store - Bottoms Up Diaper
Drive - Boundless Health - Buddy Ball Grove City - Butler County Board of
Developmental Disabilities - Casa Speech - Columbus Public Health - Columbus
Recreation & Parks - Cuyahoga Special Education Service Center - Down Syndrome
Association of Central Ohio - Down Syndrome Association of Greater Cincinnati - Down
Syndrome Association of Greater Toledo - Down Syndrome Association of Northeast
Ohio - Down Syndrome Association of the Valley - Easterseals Central and Southeast
Ohio - Fairfield County Board of Developmental Disabilities - Fairfield County Family,
Adult and Children First Council - Fairfield Developmental Disabilities Early
Intervention - Flying Colors Preschool - Hamilton County Board of Developmental
Disabilities - Hardin County Early Intervention - Hispanic Coalition - Hispanic/Latino
Collaborative - Hocking County Board of Developmental Disabilities - La Mega Media -
Lancaster Fairfield Community Action Agency - Learning Aid Ohio - Logan Elm City
Schools - Lucas County Board of Developmental Disabilities - Marion City Schools -
Marion County Board of Developmental Disabilities - Medina County Board of
Developmental Disabilities - Miami Valley Down Syndrome Association - Nationwide
Children’s Hospital - OCALI (Ohio Center for Autism and Low Incidence Disabilities) -
Ohio Coalition for the Education of Children with Disabilities - Ohio Department of
Developmental Disabilities Services - Ohio Early Intervention - Ohio Head Start
Association - Ohio State University College of Optometry - Ohio State University
Nisonger Center - OhioKAN - Our Lady of our Guadalupe Center - Su Casa Hispanic
Center - The Arc of Ohio - The Libre Initiative - Whitehall City Schools
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Respondent Demographics

A total of 768 Ohioans who have a child with a developmental disability

completed the survey.

1. Age
18 - 21

12-17 25 Birth - 3
» 153

266 NP -

2. FPL Threshold

Prefer Not to Say
43

Below 150% FPL
312

Above 150% FPL

3. Race # %
White 530 69.01%
BIack{Afncan o 1315%
American
Multiple races 35 4.56%
American Indian 27 3.52%
Asian/Pacific o TR
Islander
Other 19 2.47%
Prefer not to 18 349
answer
Not answered 14 1.82%
Crand Total 768 100%
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Respondent Demographics

4. Ethnicity 6. Education | # %

Less than high school

. 24 313%
diploma

Not Answered
8

High school diploma or
Hispanic or Latino equivalent
230

ne | 1510%

Some college or

. 221 | 28.778%
associate's degree

Bachelor's degree 262 | 3411%

Graduate or

: 123 | 16.02%
None of the Above _ professional degree
461 ' .
Somali

o Prefer not to answer 18 2.34%
Not answered 4 0.52%
Grand Total 768 | 100%
7. Gender
Identity of # %
5. Geography by County Respondent
Female 514 66.93%
Cuyahoga, Hamilton, & Franklin
154 ‘ Male 199 | 2591%
Transgender/@ender 20 297%
Not Answered _ non-conforming
g ' ]
[ Other 12 1.56%
Prefer not to say n 1.43%
Not answered 2 0.26%
Grand Total 768 100%
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