Dear Sir or Madam:
Thanks to the many corporate sponsors and individuals who participated in the Down Syndrome Association of Central Ohio’s 4th Annual Buddy Walk, we raised over $160,000 to help impact the lives of individuals with Down syndrome and their families. With more than 3,000 people in attendance, the Central Ohio event was one of the largest Buddy Walks in the country! We would like to invite you to be a part of our 2006 Buddy Walk, which will be held on Sunday, October 1, 2006 at Franklin Park. The funds raised from this one-mile walk will go to support the Down Syndrome Association of Central Ohio and the National Down Syndrome Society’s research, education and advocacy efforts.

Companies and organizations want to be sure their contributions are making a positive impact on their local community. Monies raised from previous Buddy Walks have allowed DSACO to improve and support a vast array of services such as:
· Provide current multi-media resources to families and professionals.
· Host conferences with speakers who address issues that encompass the life-span.
· Social events for families including a summer picnic and holiday party.
· Maintenance of our DSACO web site.
· Production of a bi-monthly newsletter.
· Education/social events for teens and young adults with Down syndrome     including a self-defense class, advocacy     skills training and wellness classes. 

· Support meetings/activities for families of various age groups and counties.
· Provide speakers /information to the community.
· Establish a Scholarship program.

Still, there is much more to accomplish. Goals for the future include developing an Outreach program to the medical community and expanding opportunities for self-advocates. 
We hope you will join our efforts along with Gabe Spiegel of ABC-6 & FOX-28 and Dino Tripodis from Sunny 95 in supporting the 2006 Buddy Walk. A list of Buddy Walk Sponsorship Levels is attached. Should you need additional information, please contact me at 614-342-5757.

Sincerely,

Marge Barnheiser

Administrative Director, Down Syndrome Association of Central Ohio and

DSACO Buddy Walk Committee Member
