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Down Syndrome Association of Central Ohio

We are a local non profit community agency committed to fostering a dynamic community in which individuals with Down syndrome are supported and encouraged while fulfilling their life time potential.  Our services include:
· New parent support



· Public awareness and outreach

· Age responsive programming 
· Provide current multi-media resources to families and professionals.

· Host conferences with speakers who address issues that encompass the life-span.

· Social events for families including a summer picnic and holiday party.

· Maintenance of our DSACO web site.

· Production of a bi-monthly newsletter.

· Education/social events for teens and young adults with Down syndrome     including a self-defense class, advocacy skills training and wellness classes. 

· Support meetings/activities for families of various age groups and counties.

· Provide speakers /information to the community.

· Establish a Scholarship program.
On behalf of our constituency of over 600 families and professionals, thank you for your participation.  With your support, we are committed to fulfilling our vision of being the preeminent source of information and assistance to all constituents associated with Down syndrome throughout Central Ohio.

About Down syndrome

Down syndrome is a genetic condition that occurs in approximately one in every 700 to 750 live births.  It affects people of all ages, races and economic levels and is the most frequently occurring chromosomal abnormality.  It occurs when there are three, rather than two, number 21 chromosomes present in every cell of the body.  Instead of the usual 46 chromosomes, a person with Down syndrome has 47.  It is this additional genetic material that alters the course of development and causes the characteristics associated with the syndrome.  Today, with early intervention, advanced medical care, better education and social acceptance, people with Down syndrome can live full, productive lives.   Down syndrome affects over 350,000 people in the United States alone.    
